A CHILD'S CONSOLATION.                 11

that it was no consequence, bnt that, in fact,
the little pig had been a pet belonging to a
child In the cottage, who was distressed at its
untimely fate. Much shocked at his loss and at
our Thyestean feast, I sent to enquire in what
way I could make the child amends for the
injury. In a few minutes three men brought
me back an answer, (the Greeks always think
that too many persons cannot be employed on
the simplest errand,) stating that the child had
at last been prevailed on to wipe its eyes, and
had sent rne word that what would please him
most was a slice of the pig, with a good deal
of/fat attached to it. I sent it to him, of course,
and lost as little time as I could in imitating
his philosophy. Few things are more curious
than the mode in which the affections, passions,
and appetites change Into each other. I have
heard it asserted, that animals which eat their
young, begin by licking them out of parental
affection. It is a pity that the change should
always be from the higher instinct to the lower.
How Interesting it would be to observe a human